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ter, and forthwith experienced my first school thrash-
ing. Later in the day I had the satisfaction of coming
out victor in an equal combat with the heir of an
Indian big-wig, whom, with too ready familiarity, I
had addressed as 'Curry.7 As I was a rather delicate
and sensitive child, this was not a bad beginning, and
I recollect my exhilaration (despite aching bones and
smarting spots) in the thought that ' school' prom-
ised to be a more lively experience than I had an-
ticipated.

"I ran away three times, and I doubt if I learned
more indoors than I did on these occasions and in my
many allowed and stolen outings. The first flight for
freedom was an ignominious failure. The second occa-
sion two of us were Screaming Eagle and Sitting Bull,
and we had a smothered fire o' nights and ample pro-
vender (legally and illegally procured), and we might
have become habitual woodlanders had I not ventured to
a village and rolled downhill before me a large circular
cheese, for which, alas! I now blush to say, I forgot to
pay or even to leave my name and address. That cheese
was our undoing. The third time was nearly success-
ful, and but for a gale my life, in all probability, would
have had an altogether different colour and accent. We
reached the port of Grangemouth, and were successful
in our plot to hide ourselves as stowaways. "We slept
that night amid smells, rats, cockroaches, arid a mys-
terious congregation of ballast and cargo, hoping to
wake to the sound of waves. Alas! a storm swept the
Forth from west to the east. The gale lasted close on
three days. On the morning of the third, three pale
and wretched starvelings were ignominiously packed
back to Blair Lodge, where the admiration of comrades
did not make up for punishment fare and a liberal flog-
ging-

"A fourth attempt, however, proved successful,
though differently for each of us. One of the three, a
rotund, squirrel-eyed boy, named Eobinson, w,as shipped
off as an apprentice in an Indiaman. A few years laterand lifted blueness
